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© A high strength gear is provided. This gear is given carburizing or carbo-nitriding treatments. The effective 
hardening depths of bottom lands and rounding portions at the root of the gear teeth are controlled to a certain 
Rvalue less than eighty percent of that of the tooth surfaces on the pitch circle of the gear to improve the 



mechanical strength thereof. 
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HIGH STRENGTH GEAR 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 



1 Technical Field 

5 

The present invention relates generally to a high strength gear which is suitable for automotive vehicles, 
fork lift trucks, textile machinery, machine tools, and agricultural machinery, for example. 



w 2 Background Art 

Usually, gears for applications such as mentioned above are given a surface hardening to improve 
fatigue properties thereof. For such surface hardening treatments, it is well known in the art that after 
carburizing (or carbo-nitriding) is applied to case ardening steels, (for example, JIS S20CK, SNC815, 

15 ANCM815, SCr420, and SCM420) abnormal surface layers caused by process are typically treated by shot 
peening to improve their fatigue properties. High-intensity shot peening is applied to steels with an 
abnormal surface layer with a special steel shot, made of a case hardening steel of a pre-adjusted chemical 
• composition. Austenite, created in the outer most surface layer when a steel is quenched during carbo- 
nitriding treatment, is retained over several tends percentage of the surface area and shot peening is given 

20 thereto at a room temperature, converting surface retained austenite into martensite due to strain transition 
caused by the stress produced by shot peening (disclosed in rt SAE paper" 821102, 1982). 

The relationship between the depth of the carburized or carbo-nitrified case (the outer surface of the 
steel) and impact resistance and fatigue properties which prevent bending at the root of a gear is well 
known in the art as shown in Figs. 1 , 2(a), and 2(b). It will be appreciated that impact strength (a Charpy 

25 impact value) becomes greater as the hardened layer becomes closer to the surface and the fatigue 
strength greatest when the depth of the hardened layer is at a depth of about 0.2 to 0.4 mm (in case of 
module of 3 through 2.25). 

Usually, reference values, recommended by the Gleason Company, and shown in Fig. 3, are used for 
determining the hardening depth for gear material. These reference standards are well known in the art. 

30 When designing gears, the effective hardening depth is determined according to module, in other words, 
according to the pitch diameter of the gear divided by the number of teeth. Hardness values in this case are 
determined so as to satisfy that the collapse strength of tooth surfaces can stand against transmission 
pressure from a counter-part gear, as well as spalling strength and pitting strength requirements. The 
'effective 1 hardening depth is defined as the depth at which a material achieves a hardness of 550Hv 

35 usually, an effective hardening depth for a gear having a module of 1 to 2 is 0.6 to 0.8 mm, while an 
effective hardening depth for a gear having a module of 4 is 0.9 to 1.2 mm. It will be noted that only the 
depth at which a carburized case achieves a hardness of 550Hv is considered in the art to be the 'effective' 
hardening depth and, although a carburized layer may reach a certain depth, the effective hardening depth 
is considered nil unless it attains a hardness value of 550Hv. 

40 It is well known in the art if a gear is given conventional gas-carburizing or gas-carbo-nitriding so that an 
effective hardening depth D is achieved on the pitch circle the effective hardening depths of bottom lands 
and rounded portions at the root of the gear tend to be shallower than on the pitch circle (0.8D to 0.9D) 
because the treatment gas does not flow around those portions well. 

An automotive vehicle of today requires high strength gears, especially in the transmission system 

45 thereof. These high-strength gears provide great improvement in power performance. It is preferable that 
high strength gears are designed without increasing the size thereof to prevent the height and weight of the 
vehicle from increasing. These high strength gears can meet the needs. of high performance, miniaturiza- 
tion, and are light weight. Therefore, in carburized gear technology, the development of high strength gears 
is the most important theme. 

50 However, in gears given the conventional carburizing or carbo-nitriding treatments, a practical technique 
for optimally varying the hardening depths of the tooth surfaces, the bottom land, and the rounded portion 
at the root of each tooth has not yet been established. If the depth of the carburized or carbo-nitrified case 
is set to be relatively shallow in view of the fatigue strength necessary to resist bending of the bottom lands 
and the rounded portions at the root of the gear teeth, then, pitting, due to surface impact of tooth surfaces, 
and spalling tend to occur, which can cause a gear to break. 
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Other types of high strength gears are therefore sought, and it is to this end that the present invention 
is directed. 



5 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a high strength gear which has improved wear 
resistance for tooth surfaces as well as improved impact resistance and fatigue properties to guard against 
the bending of bottom lands and the rounded portions at the root of the gear. High quality is also sought to 
w prevent pitting due to fatigue and spalling from occurring on the tooth surfaces. 

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a high strength gear which 
comprises a first section defining a major portion of the gear, a second section defining a toothed surface 
which includes the pitch circle of the gear to which carburizing is applied, and a third section, defining a 
surface to which carburizing is applied, extending from bottom lands to rounded portions at the root of the 
75 gear teeth, the effective hardening depth thereof being less than eighty percent of that of the pitch circle. 

Carbo-nitriding may be carried out instead of carburizing. 

According to another aspect of the invention, there is provided a method for producing a high strength 
gear which comprises the steps of, providing gear material having teeth of a given geometry, and 
carburizing the gear material to provide an effective hardening depth to bottom lands and tooth roots which 
20 is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed surface of the pitch circle. 

According to further aspect of the invention, there is provided a method for producing a high strength 
gear which comprises the steps of, providing gear material having a given geometry, carburizing or carbo- 
nitriding the gear material, and working the carburized or carbo-nitrified gear material to form the gear such 
that the effective hardening depth of bottom lands and root portions of teeth is less than eighty percent of 
25 that of the toothed surface of the pitch circle. 

According to still further aspect of the invention, there is provided a method for producing a high 
strength gear which comprises the steps of, providing gear material having a given geometry, disposing 
chillers within spaces between teeth formed in gear material, and carburizing or carbo-nitriding the gear 
material so as to provide an effective hardening depth to bottom lands and root portions of teeth of the gear 
30 material which is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed surface of the pitch circle. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

35 Fig. 1 is a graph which shows a relationship betwen impact strength and effective hardening depth in 

a prior art gear. 

Figs. 2(a) is a graph which shows a relationship between bending fatigue strength and case depth in 
a prior art gear. 

Fig. 2(b) is a graph which shows a relationship between fatigue strength and hardening depth in a 
40 prior art gear. 

Fig. 3 is a graph which shows recommended case hardening depths for a gear relative its module. 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional macro metallographic which shows a tooth portion of a gear which is 
forged after a round bar of gear material has been carburized. 

Fig. 5 is a graph which shows the hardness of the tooth portion of the gear shown in Fig. 1. 
45 Fig. 6(a) is a perspective view which shows metal plating and a carburizing preventive applied to the 

teeth of a gear 

Fig. 6(b) is an enlarged view which shows the bottom land A shown in Fig. 6(a). 
Fig. 7(a) is a perspective view which shows a chiller disposed on the bottom lands of gear material. 
Figs. 7(b) and 7(c) are view which show the arrangement of the chiller shown in Fig. 7(a). 
50 Figs. 8(a), 8(b), and 8(c) are sectional views which show the case depth of a tooth of a gear 

according to plasma carburizing. 

Fig. 9 is a graph which shows the relationship between the amount of dilute and effective hardening 

depth. 

Figs. 10 through 13 are cross-sectional macro metallographies which show tooth portions of gear test 
55 specimens A, B, C, and D. 

Fig. 14 is a graph which shows the sectional hardness of the bottom lands of gear test specimens A, 
B, C, and D shown in Figs. 10 through 13. 

Fig. 15 is a graph which shows fatigue strength against bending for the root portions of gear test 
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specimens A, B, C, and D. 

Fig. 16 is a front view which shows an impact testing machine for a gear. 

Fig. 17 is a graph which shows the results of impact tests performed by a testing machine such as 
shown in Fig. 16. 

5 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The present invention comprises a high strength gear which is given carburizing or carbo-nitriding. This 
high strength gear is such that the effective hardening depth of the bottom lands and rounded portions of 

10 the root of the gear is controlled to a certain value less than eighty percent of the effective hardening depth 
for tooth surfaces on the gears* pitch circle. This construction has several advantages over the prior art. 

Materials for the high strength gear according to the invention may be case hardening steels such as S- 
CK, SNC, SNCM, SCr, SCM according to JIS (Japanese Industrial Standards) and other steels which 
include the proper additional alloy content. Methods of carburizing and/or carbo-nitriding are not limited to a 

75 particular process. For example, any of the standard processes such as, RX-gas carburizing, gas carbo- 
nitriding, vacuum carburizing, simple gas carburizing using a solid carburizer or fluidized-bed gas- 
carburizing may be used. Additionally, the hardness of the carburized case of the gear can be controlled as 
required, in a manner that, as cementite is precipitated and dispersed on tooth surfaces according to high 
density carburizing, the amount of precipitation to the bottom lands is controlled, or, cementite is prevented 

20 from precipitating to the bottom lands, thereby affecting the relative hardness of each portion of the gear 
according to the amount of cementite precipitated thereon. 

It is preferable that the effective hardening depth of the bottom lands and the rounded portions at the 
root of the gear is relatively shallow, for example, 0.2 through 0.6 (mm) so as to obtain high fatigue 
properties thereof. Additionally, the effective hardening depth of the tooth surfaces on the pitch circle should 

25 be, for example, 0.6 through 3.0 (mm) so as to have the necessary impact strength required against 
pressure acting on the tooth surfaces (however, the effective hardening depths of the bottom land and the 
rounded portion of the root is preferably less than eighty percent of that of the tooth surfaces, that is to say, 
the 'bottom land or root/tooth surface' hardness ratio is optimally between 0:10 to 7.9:10. If the effective 
hardening depth of the bottom land and the rounding portion of root of the gear is greater than or equal to 

30 eighty percent of the effective hardening depth of the tooth surface at the pitch circle the following 
problems arise. For example, if the gear were manufactured with a uniformly shallow carburized case in 
view of the fatigue properties required of the bottom land and the root portion, and the hardness ratio of the 
these portions were eighty percent or greater of the hardness of the tooth portions, the impact and wear 
resistant properties of the tooth portions would be insufficient, in effect, the gear teeth would be 'too soft' 

35 causing the gear to deform and eventually break. Alternatively, were the gear to be made with a relatively 
deep carburized case in view of the impact and wear and impact resistant properties required of the gear 
teeth, and again, the hardness ratio of the root and bottom land portions were greater than eighty percent of 
the hardness of the tooth portion, the fatigue properties required by the root and bottom land portions of the 
gear would be insufficient as these portions would be 'too hard' to resist fatigue effectively. 

40 Accordingly, the following treatments can provide a high strength gear which has an effective hardening 
depth at bottom lands and the rounded portions at the root of the gear teeth, these portions being controlled 
to a certain value less than eighty percent of the effective hardening depth of the tooth surface at the pitch 
circle (this percentage may include zero percent). 

A first method is provided which varys the depth and forming rate for the carburized or carbo-nitrified 

45 case of gear material when the material is forged into a gear. 

After a round bar of gear material is given typical gas-carburizing (for example, 930°C X 5H) or carbo- 
nitriding (for example, 870°C X 3H), the round bar is hot or warm forged utilizing the treatment temperature. 
Subsequently, after the forged gear material is immersed into a neutral salt bath having a quenching 
temperature of 840°C for example, it is quenched in an oil bath having a temperature of 80°C for example. 

so Referring to Fig. 4, a cross-sectional macro metailographic is shown of a gear tooth, including a tooth 
surface, a bottom land and a rounded portion, to which the above working and quenching was applied. Fig. 
5 shows the relationship between the depth of the treated layer for each portion and its hardness, in other 
words, the hardness distribution of a cross-sectional portion of the tooth. It will be appreciated that the 
effective hardening depths of a tooth surface on the pitch circle, a bottom land, and a rounding portion of 

55 root are 0.79 mm, 0.53 mm (about 67 percent of the effective hardening depth of the tooth surface), and 
0.29 mm (about 37 percent of the effective hardening depth of the tooth surface) respectively (in a case 
where Hv = 550). By varying a depth in the carburized case of the carbo-nitrified case of the round bar 
material and the forming rate when teeth are forged, the effective hardening depths of the tooth surface on 
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the pitch circle, the bottom land, and the rounding portion of root can be changed. 

A second method is provided which controls the surface area subject to carbunzmg through the use of 
metal plating or an applied pattern of carburizing preventives. 

Fiq 6(a) shows tooth portions of a gear on which metal plating 1 (for example, copper plating) and a 
5 carburizing preventive 2 have been disposed. The metal plating 1 covers the bottom land to the . rounded 
portion of root of the gear material with a mesh pattern to limit the surface area exposed to the carburizing 
process. The carburizing preventive 2 is applied to the same portion of an adjacent gear tooth in a [ Po'ka-dot 
pattern and serves substantially the same purpose. A variety of name band carbunzmg preventatives are 
commercially available and may be used, for example. 
10 Fig. 6(b) shows the mesh pattern of the metal plating 1 of Fig. 6(a) in deta.1. For example, a mesh 
pattern wherein the width is 1 .0 mm and the gap is 1 .0 mm is preferable. Mrhliriyi nr, 
After applying the metal plating or the carburizing preventive to the gear matenal the carbunzmg 
treatment or the carbo-nitriding treatment is given. In this case, the total area of the metalized I layer or the 
carburizing preventive can be controlled to set the effective hardening depth of the bottom land and the 

15 rounding portion of root as desired. 

A third method is provided through the control of the dimensions and geometry of a chiller. 

As is well known in the art, a chiller is used for preventing gear material from be.ng carbunzed 
Referring to Fig. 7(a), a chiller of one embodiment of the invention is shown. This chiller 3 has a plurah ty ^of 
grooves 3a on its outer surface, for example, a chiller may be made of bronze, with a 9™J£"l^ 

20 mm, and a groove depth of 0.5 mm (alternatively a chiller made in a rod-shape with e i plura .ty of ho es 
bored in the surface thereof may also be used). A plurality of chillers 3 are, as shown in Figs. 7(b > and I 7(c) 
disposed within each tooth space so as to contact with a bottom land and the respect.ve rounded portions 
of the tooth roots and are fixedly connected to each other by means of linkages 4 Subsequently, 
carburizing or carbo-nitriding is performed on the gear. According to this method the dimension of the 

25 gTove 3a (or bore) affects the effective hardening depth and can be varied by selecting appropnate.y -**6 
chillers 3 to control the effective hardening depth of the bottom land and the rounding portion of root as 

deS, A d fourth method is provided which controls the rate of dilution (i.e., concentration) of a carburizing 

30 Pr TTs Z*E£l 'in the art that carburizing preventives (for example, the brand n^CONDURSAL or 
NO-CARB) may be applied to a particular portion of an article which is to be carbunzed or carbo-n.tnf.ed I to 
prevent the carburizing or the carbo-nitriding from occurring on some part of the article. However ,f such a 
carburizing preventive is used, the effective hardness depth at that port.on becomes zero. In this method 
the dep n of the carburized or the carbo-nitrified case cannot be controlled variably. Accordingly, various 

35 exper^ents were carried out by way of developing a high strength gear according to the invents with his 
method The resJts of the experiments showed that it is better that a diluted carburizing preventive 
led in concentration) be applied to tooth portions so as to obtain a variable depth of a carbunzmg 
case o a carbo-nitriding case for the parts of a gear under treatment. A carburizing preventive which is 
Sfuted to a particular concentration may be applied to tooth surfaces on the pitch circle or, ,f a relatively 

40 2eep case is desired, no carburizing preventive need be applied, and a carburizing preven*ve which .s ess 
diluted than that applied to the tooth surface is applied to bottom lands and rounding portions of root of the 
geaUt s preferable that a thickener be added to the carburizing preventive as required, ^ compensate fo 
L viscosity which is lost due to dilution so as to obtain a viscosity adequate ^ adhering to he portions o 
a gear to be treated without running or dripping. As such a viscosity agent, glycelme [CH 2 (OH) CH (OH) 

45 CH ^ 0 th!sray.1in U ce ed a high rate of dilution of the carburizing preventive which is supplied to the gear 
causes the effective hardening depth of the gear after carburizing or the carbo-nitriding to become greater, 
as sh^wn in Rg 9, the rate of dilution of the carburizing preventive can be varied to control the effective 
hardening depths in the bottom lands and the rounded portions at the root of the gear as desired. 

50 A fifth method is provided which varies the treatment conditions of the carbunzmg or carbo-mtrid.ng 

Pr ° C For 'example, in plasma carburizing (i.e., ion carburizing) voltage, current, atmospheri c P^ure, the 
mixing ratio of gas. and the inflow direction of gas can be changed as shown in t e table I to control 
effective hardening depth in tooth portions 1 variably as shown in Figs. 8(a). 8(b). and S(c). 
55 A sixth method is provided which polishes or grinds gear material. 

After oear material is given typical carburizing or carbo-nitriding treatment, bottom lands or rounded 
portions a! the ZToi the gear teefh can be polished or ground selectively by way of a physical polishing 
p°ocesJ such a^ a shot peening, chemical polishing such as electrolytic polishing, and/or mechanical 
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grinding with a tool made of a CBN (a cubic boron nitride), for example, to physically grind the bottom 
lands and the rounded portions at the root of the gear teeth to leave the desired hardening depth. In this 
instance, gear material is preferably provided which has sufficient thickness to allow grinding as necessary. 



Example 



As an example, test gear specimens were prepared according to the table II below. 

w 

TABLE II 



specifications 


dimensions 


Kind 


bevel gear 


Material 


JIS SO420H 


Module 


4.25 


Pressure angle 


2230" 


Pitch cone distance 


38.84 mm 


Face width 


13.77 mm 


Pitch diameter 


45.14 mm 



As carburizing preventives CONDURSAL (by Park Chemical, USA) and NO-CARB were used. CON- 
DURSAL was diluted with xylene while NO-CARB was diluted with water. 

Prior to carburizing the test gear specimens, a diluted carburizing preventive was applied to the surface 
of a round bar made of JIS SCr420H material. After the round bar was dried, it was preheated for three 
hours until a temperature of 920°C was reached and then carburized at 920°C for five hours in RX gas after 
which it was air cooled for 20 min. to a temperature of 860°C after which it was quenched in an oil bath of 
80°C. The relation between the dilution ratio of the carburizing preventive and the effective hardening depth 
was measured, the results are given in Fig. 9. It will be appreciated that increase in the liquid volume of the 
dilutant relative the carburizing preventive causes the effective hardening depth to increase. 

While a carburizing preventive can be diluted to obtain a desired depth for a carburizing case in the 
above manner, a thickener was also added to the diluted carburizing preventive to adjust the viscosity 
thereof in this example because diluted carburizing preventive applied to the surface of material tends to 
run or drip. A glyceline which does not impinge upon the carburizing properties of the treatment may be 
used as a thickener. 

Accordingly, a carburizing preventive, the ratio of dilution of which has been adjusted, was applied to 
bottom lands and rounded portions at the root of the gear teeth on the test gear specimens given in table II. 
After the diluted preventive on the test specimens was dried, carburizing treatment with RX gas was applied 
thereto. 

Referring to Figs. 10 to 13, cross-sectional macro metallographies of tooth portions of the test gear 
specimens given carburizing treatments are shown. Fig. 10 shows a test gear specimen to which no 
treatment for preventing the bottom lands and the rounded portions of the root thereof from being 
carburized was given (hereinafter referred to as specimen A). Fig. 11 shows a test gear specimen in which 
carburization of the bottom lands and rounded portions at the root of the teeth thereof was inhibited by 
application of a carburizing preventive which had been diluted by a preventive/diluent ratio of 0.5:1 
(hereinafter referred to as specimen B). Fig. 12 shows a test gear specimen to which a carburizing 
preventive diluted by 1:1 was applied at the bottom lands and rounded portions thereof (hereinafter referred 
to as specimen C). Fig. 13 shows a test gear specimen to which a carburizing preventive diluted by a 
preventive/diluent ratio of 2:1 was applied at the bottom lands and rounded portions thereof (hereinafter 
referred to as specimen D). 

As is clear from Figs. 10 to 13, the more a carburizing preventive is diluted, the greater the depth of the 
carburized case of the gear material. 

Referring to Fig. 14, the cross-sectional hardness of the bottom lands of specimens A, B, C, and D are 
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shown. This graph shows that the effective hardening depth of the bottom land of specimen A is 0.83 mm, 
the effective hardening depth of the bottom land of specimen B is 0.55 mm (this depth is about 66.3% of 
that of the tooth surface), the effective hardening depth of the bottom land of specimen C is 0.34 mm (this 
depth is about 41.0% of that of the tooth surface), and in specimen D, while the bottom land is carburized 

5 slightly, to a depth of about 0.2mm, the effective hardening depth is zero because, although carburized to a 
certain depth, the preventive prevents the carburizing process from hardening the material sufficiently, (to a 
value of 550Hv) as seen in Fig. 14. 

Referring to Fig. 15, fatigue properties (S-N curve) of roots of tooth of the specimens A, B, C, D and a 
test gear specimen E each having a different effective hardening depth are shown. A fatigue test was 

10 carried out wherein load is given to a side wall of a tooth repeatedly with a frequency of 50 Hz. Specimen E 
is the same as specimen C which has been given the above load after shot peening (arc-height = 0.4 mm, 
coverage = 300%, shot diameter = 0.8 mm). 

It will be appreciated that the fatigue strength of specimen E, to which shot peening was applied, is the 
greatest. A hard shot peening under different test conditions (arc-height = 0.7 to 1.0 mm) may be provided 

15 to further improve the fatigue properties. Otherwise, fatigue strengths increase from specimen B, through C 
to specimen D in that order. Each of these specimens is stronger than specimen A which has conventional 
mechanical properties. It will be appreciated that the fatigue limit of treated test gear specimens increased 
more than 100% as with specimen E, and fatigue strength reached a level an additional 25% higher at the 
point 10 s during the test. 

20 Referring to Fig. 16, an impact testing machine for a gear is shown. This machine includes a base 6, a 
stationary gear 6 fixedly mounted on the base, a rotatable arm 8, a movable gear 9 fixedly mounted on the 
rotatable arm. The stationary gear 6 and the movable gear 9 mesh with each other. Impact on the rotatable 
arm 8 from a direction indicated by arrow P causes the arm to rotate about the axis of the movable gear in 
the clockwise direction, providing shock to engaging portions between the stationary gear 7 and the 

25 movable gear 9. The number of teeth broken when the shock is given to the gears is referred to as impact 
resistance of each gear. 

Referring to Fig. 17, the results of impact tests performed three times over by the above machine are 
shown. The results show that the number of broken teeth in specimens B and D according to the invention 
are respectively less than those of the specimen A. The impact resistance of specimen A is about 1.2 times 
30 that of a conventional gear while the impact resistance of specimen D is about 1.4 times that of a 
conventional gear. 

As described above, a gear according to the invention is carburized or carbo-nitrified so as to control 
the effective hardening depths of bottom lands and rounding portions at root of the gear teeth to a certain 
value less than eighty percent of the effective hardening depth of a tooth surfaces on the pitch circle 
35 thereof. As a result, impact resistance and fatigue properties of the bottom lands and the rounding portions 
of root of the gear are greatly improved compared with conventional gears. Additionally, wear resistance of 
the tooth surfaces of the gear is increased. This prevents undesired pitting or spaliing due to fatigue of 
tooth surfaces or so forth from occurring, providing a high quality and high strength gear. 

40 



45 



50 



55 
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TABLE I 



Treatment Conditions 


Carburized Case 


Temperature 


950 °C 


In Fig. 8(a) effective hardening depth 
of the top of tooth 1 di = 0.33mm 


Ambient gas 


C 3 H 8 /N 2 =75/25 


Voltage 


200V 


Current 


2.0A 


Pressure 


5Torr 


Temperature 


950 °C 


In Fig. 8(b) effective hardening depth 
of the top of tooth 1 di = 0.57mm 
effective hardening depth of the 
bottom land of tooth 1 d 2 =0.1 8mm 


Ambient gas 


C 3 H 8 /N 2 =75/25 


Voltage 


200V 


Current 


3.1A 


Pressure 


10Torr 


Temperature 


950 °C 


In Fig. 8(c) effective hardening depth 

of the top of tooth 1 dt = 0.75mm 

effective hardening depth of the 

bottom land of tooth 1 d 2 = 0.37mm 

effective hardening depth of the surface 
of tooth 1 d 3 = 0.52mm 


Ambient gas 


C 3 H 8 /N 2 =75/25 


Voltage 


200V 


Current 


3.0A 


Pressure 


15Torr 



Claims 

1 . A high strength gear comprising: 

a first section defining a major portion of the gear; 

a second section defining a toothed surface which includes the pitch circle of said gear to which carburizing 
is applied; and 

a third section, defining a surface to which carburizing is applied, extending from bottom lands to rounded 
portions at the root of the gear teeth, the effective hardening depth thereof being less than eighty percent of 
that of said pitch circle. 

2. A high strength gear as set forth in claim 1, wherein said second and said third sections are given 
carbo-nitriding. 

3. A method for producing a high strength gear comprising the steps of: 
providing gear material having teeth of a given geometry; and 

carburizing said gear material to provide an effective hardening depth to bottom lands and tooth roots which 
is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed surface of the pitch circle. 

4. A method as set forth in claim 3, comprising the additional step of applying carburizing preventive on 
a given area extending from the bottom lands to the roots of teeth of said gear material so as to control a 
carburized depth thereof, after said gear material providing step. 

5. A method as set forth in claim 3, wherein said carburizing is plasma carburizing. 

6. A method as set forth in claim 5, wherein said plasma carburizing is carried out under treatment 
conditions in which current and pressure are varied to control the carburized depth so that the effective 
hardening depth of the bottom lands and the tooth roots is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed 
surface of the pitch circle. 

7. A method as set forth in claim 3, wherein carbo-nitriding is applied in place of carburizing. 

8. A method as set forth in claim 4, wherein said carburizing preventive is applied to the given area in a 
mesh pattern. 

9. A method as set forth in claim 4, wherein said carburizing preventive is applied to the given area in a 
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polka-dot pattern. 

10. A method as set forth in claim 4, wherein said carburizing preventive is diluted to a given 
concentration to provide an effective hardening depth to the bottom lands and the root portions of the gear 
teethwhich is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed surface on the pitch circle. 
5 1 1 . A method for producing a high strength gear comprising the steps of: 
providing gear material having a given geometry; 
carburizing or carbo-nitriding said gear material; and 

working said carburized or carbo-nitrified gear material to form said gear such that the effective hardening 
depth of bottom lands and root portions of teeth is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed surface of 
10 the pitch circle. 

12. A method as set forth in claim 11. wherein said working step includes grinding the surface of said 
gear material so that the effective hardening depth of bottom lands and root portions of teeth is less than 
eighty percent of that of the toothed surface of the pitch circle. 

13. A method as set forth in claim 11 wherein said working step includes forging said carburized or 
75 carbo-nitrified gear material at a predetermined formingrate so that the effective hardening depth of bottom 

lands and tooth root portions of said formed gear material is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed 
surface of the pitch circle. 

14. A method as set forth in claim 13, further comprising the step of immersing said forged gear in a 
neutral salt bath and the step of quenching it in an oil bath having a given temperature. 

20 15. A method for producing a high strength gear comprising the steps of: 
providing gear material having a given geometry; 

disposing chillers within spaces between teeth formed in gear material; and 

carburizing or carbo-nitriding said gear material so as to provide an effective hardening depth to bottom 
lands and root portions of teeth of said gear material which is less than eighty percent of that of the toothed 
25 surface of the pitch circle. 

16. A method as set forth in claim 15, wherein said chiller is a steel bar including a plurality of grooves 
on its surface. 

17. A method as set forth in claim 15, wherein said chiller is a steel bar including a plurality of bores in 
its surface. 
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